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DEC 14 1998
CLERK US DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF ARIZONA
 BY /s/ D. Lucas  DEPUTY

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

In the matter of                                      )
                                                               )
THE RANDOM ASSIGNMENT          )
OF CIVIL CASES IN THE                   )
DISTRICT OF ARIZONA                    ) GENERAL ORDER 98-62
                                                               )
                                                               )
                                                               )
                                                               )
                                                               )                                   

  
With the approval of the Court, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED effective March 1, 1999, the

following procedure will be implemented in the District of Arizona regarding the random assignment of

civil cases:

Unless otherwise ordered by the Court, the Clerk shall assign each civil action to a district judge

or a magistrate judge by automated random selection, except that when preliminary injunctive relief is

requested by motion, the Clerk shall assign the action to a district judge.  In the event the action is

assigned to a magistrate judge, each party shall execute and file within 20 days of its appearance either

a written consent to the exercise of authority by the magistrate judge under 28 U.S.C.§ 636(c), or a

written election to have the action reassigned to a district judge.  Each party shall indicate its consent

or election on a form provided by the Court.  Prior to the completed consent or election forms being

received by the Clerk of Court, the assigned magistrate judge shall act pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §

636(b)(1)(A).  In the event one or more parties elect to have a case heard by a district judge, the case

shall be assigned to a district judge and referral to a magistrate judge pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §

636(b)(1)(A) shall be withdrawn unless otherwise ordered by that judge.  After the forms consenting to

a magistrate judge have been received by the Clerk from one or more plaintiffs and one or more
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defendants and until such time as an election is made by any party for assignment to a district judge, the

magistrate judge shall continue to act pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 636(c)(1) even though all parties have not

been served or have not filed their appearances.  Consent to a magistrate judge’s authority does not

constitute a waiver of any jurisdictional defense unrelated to the grant of authority under 28 U.S.C. §

636(c).

DATED this    14th     day of     December          , 1998.

/s/ Robert C. Broomfield                 
Robert C. Broomfield, Chief Judge
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